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APPELLANT’S MOTION FOR LEAVE TO FILE A REPLY BRIEF

TO THE HONORABLE JUDGES OF THE COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS:
Pursuant to Texas Rule of Appellate Procedure 38.3 and 70.4, Crystal Mason,
Appellant, requests that this Court allow Appellant to file a reply brief in response
to the State’s brief. In support thereof, Appellant would respectfully show the
following:
1. The Court of Criminal Appeals granted Appellant’s Petition for
Discretionary Review on March 31, 2021.

2. Ms. Mason filed her Brief on the Merits on May 17, 2021.



3. The State filed its Brief on the Merits on July 1, 2021.

4. Upon motion by a party, this Court may permit the filing of additional
briefs. See TEX. R. APP. P. 70.4. If granted permission, an appellant may file a reply
brief addressing any matter in the State’s Brief. TEX. R. APP. P. 38.3. A reply brief
must be filed within 20 days after the State files its brief. Tex. R. App. P. 38.6(c).

5. Ms. Mason believes that a reply is warranted to address the arguments
in the State’s brief, including, but not limited to addressing: the State’s interpretation
of Section 64.012(a)(1)’s mens rea requirement, the State’s assertion that the federal
Help America Vote Act (HAVA) arises from Congress’s spending power, and the
application of the Rule of Lenity with respect to the interpretation of the statute’s
phrase “votes in an election.”

6. Ms. Mason’s request 1s made for purpose of providing clarity to the
Court by responding directly to the State’s arguments, not for the purpose of delay.

7. Appellant is filing her reply brief concurrently with this motion.

PRAYER
For the foregoing reasons, Ms. Mason respectfully asks the Court to grant her

leave to file a reply brief to the State’s brief on the merits.



Emma Hilbert

Texas Bar No. 24107808

Hani Mirza

Texas Bar No. 24083512

Texas Civil Rights Project

1405 Montopolis Drive

Austin, TX 78741-3438
Telephone: (512) 474-5073 ext. 105
Fax: (512) 474-0726
emma(@texascivilrightsproject.org
hani@texascivilrightsproject.org

Sophia Lin Lakin*

New York Bar No. 5182076
Dale E. Ho*

New York Bar No. 4445326
American Civil Liberties Union
125 Broad Street, 18th Floor
New York, NY 10004
Telephone: (212) 519-7836
Fax: (212) 549-2654
slakin@aclu.org
dho@aclu.org

*Pro hac vice applications
forthcoming

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Thomas Buser-Clancy
Thomas Buser-Clancy

Texas Bar No. 24078344
Andre Segura

Texas Bar No. 24107112
Savannah Kumar

Texas Bar No. 24120098
ACLU Foundation of Texas, Inc.
5225 Katy Freeway, Suite 350
Houston, TX 77007
Telephone: (713) 942-8146
Fax: (915) 642-6752
tbuser-clancy@aclutx.org
asegura(@aclutx.org
skumar@aclutx.org

Alison Grinter

Texas Bar No. 24043476
6738 Old Settlers Way
Dallas, TX 75236
Telephone: (214) 704-6400
alisongrinter@gmail.com

Kim T. Cole

Texas Bar No. 24071024
2770 Main Street, Suite 186
Frisco, Texas 75033
Telephone: (214) 702-2551
Fax: (972) 947-3834
kcole@kcolelaw.com

Counsel for Appellant, Crystal Mason


mailto:emma@texascivilrightsproject.org
mailto:hani@texascivilrightsproject.org
mailto:slakin@aclu.org
mailto:dho@aclu.org
mailto:tbuser-clancy@aclutx.org
mailto:asegura@aclutx.org
mailto:alisongrinter@gmail.com
mailto:kcole@kcolelaw.com

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
In accordance with the Texas Rules of Appellate Procedure, I hereby certify
that a true and correct copy of this Motion has been served on counsel of record and

the State Prosecuting Attorney via e-service on July 19, 2021.

/s/ Thomas Buser-Clancy
Thomas Buser-Clancy




Automated Certificate of eService
This automated certificate of service was created by the efiling system.
The filer served this document via email generated by the efiling system
on the date and to the persons listed below. The rules governing
certificates of service have not changed. Filers must still provide a
certificate of service that complies with all applicable rules.

Christopher Clay on behalf of Thomas Buser-Clancy
Bar No. 24078344
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